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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 29 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
magnet schools and achievement in reading and mathematics; (2) a 
psycholinguistic analysis of the oral reading behavior of selected 
urban students; (3) the effect of computer-assisted instruction upon 
reading achievement with selected fourth-grade children; (4) an 
activity-based seatwork program for reading and mathematics in the 
elementary school; (5) a study of reading comprehension instruction; 
(6) an analysis of the appropriateness and amount of decoding 
practice provided first-grade children in the readers of five 
commercial basal reading programs; (7) an extension of Habecker's 
'"tudy of reading questions in selected basal readers; (8) imagery and 
question strategies in text learning; (9) parental involvement in the 
reading readiness and reading performance of kindergarten chil-iren; 
(10) the effects of intRnsive intervention on vocabulary development 
of seventh grade students in reading; (11) failure in beginning 
reading; (12) evaluating the implementation of a reading program; 
(13) prediction as an aid to comprehension; (14) a content analysis 
of realism in elementary school basal reading textbooks; and (15) the 
interrelationship of art and reading education. (EL) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series 
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to users 
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International 
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related 
topics, which thu'i become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. 
Ordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of 
the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collection : 



Allen, Janet Keyes 
RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FIRST 
GRADE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES, 
CONCEPTS OF READING, AND 
READING PROCESSING STRATEGIES 

Blasie, James A. 
MAGNET SCHOOLS AND ACHIEVE- 
MENT IN READING AND MATHE- 
MATICS 

Brown, Dorothy Lloyd 
A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS 
OF THE ORAL REDING BEHAVIOR 
OF SELECTED URBAN STUDENTS: 
A FIVE-YEAR LONGITUDINAL 
DESCRIPTIVE STUDY 

Bryg, Virginia 
THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER- 
ASSISTED INSTRUCTION UPON 
READING ACHIEVEMENT WITH 
SELECTED FOURTH-GRADE 
CHILDREN 

Burkett, Carolyn McKenzie 
PRACTICE CENTERS: AN 
ACTIVITY-BASED SEATWORK 
PROGRAM FOR READING AND 
MATHEMATICS IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 



Day, Mary Darlene 
AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF 
READING, COMPREHENSION 
INSTRUCTION IN INTERMEDIATE 
GRADE CLASSROOMS 

Gottfredson, Conrad Arthur 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE APPRO- 
PRIATENESS AND AMOUNT OF 
DECODING PRACTICE PROVIDED 
FIRST-GRADE CHILDREN IN THE 
READERS OF FIVE COMMERCIAL 
BASAL READING PROGRAMS 

Granath, Gregory Keith 
AN EXTENSION OF HABECKER'S 
STUDY OF READING QUESTIONS 
IN SELECTED BASAL READERS 

Green, Helen Ruth Hyde 
A COMPARISON OF THE EFFECTS 
OF SUSTAINED SILENT REAHING 
WITH' AND WITHOUT STIMULANT 
EXPERIENCES ON ATTITUDES 
TOWARD READING AND READING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF FOURTH- AND 
FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS 

Herrington, Scott Slater 
IMAGERY AND QUESTION STRATE- 



Jett, Elaine Becker 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
READING READINESS AND READING 
PERFORMANCE OF KIND^IRGARTEN 
CHILDREN: A FIELD STUDY 
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Johnson, Frances Lanier 
THE EFFECTS OF INTENSIVE 
INTERVENTION ON VOCABULARY 
DEVELOPMENT" OF SEVENTH 
GRADE STUDENTS IN READING 

Joldersma, John Edwards 
THE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS MODES 
OF EYE MOVEMENT CALISTHENICS 
ON SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS' 
READING RATES, READING COM- 
PREHENSION AND ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS READING 

Kilian, Lawrtsnce John 
FAITiURE IN BEGINNING READING: 
PROBLEMS IN MASTERING A COM- 
PLKC COGNITIVE TASK 

Koch, Kathryn Ann 
THE EFFECTS OF ORAL REPEATED 
READING ON SECOND GRADE 
STUDENTS' ORAL READING 
ACCURACY, RATE, AND COM- 
PREHENSION 

MacNamara, David Lee 

EVALUATING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

A READING PROGRAM 

McElroy, Billie Brundage 
PREDICTION: AN AID TO COMPRE- 
HENSION 

Otto, Beverly White 
EVIDENCE OF EMERGENT READING 
BEHAVIORS IN YOUNG CHILDREN'S 
INTERCTIONS WITH FAVORITE 
STORYBOOKS 

Prince, Amber Tipton 
A COMPARISON OF VIDEO FORMAT 
MICROCOMPUTER PRACTICE, 
MICROCOMPUTER DRILL AND 
PRACTICE, AND WORKBOOK ACTI- 
VITIES ON LEARNING AND 
RETENTION OF A READING SKILL 



Reyhner, Jon Allan 
A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF REALISM 
IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASAL 
READING TEXTBOOKS 

Richards, Grant Lund 
READING COMPREHENSION: A 
CLASSROOM APPLICATION OF 
THE GENERATIVE MODEL 

Ruiz-Gomez, Daisy 

AN INVESTIGATION OF LITERACY 

RELATED EXPERIENCES OF PRE- 

KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN WHO 

DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF 

PRINT 

Slade, Ina Garrett 
EFFECTS OF READING-STUDY 
STRATEGIES ON READiNG COM- 
PREHENSION TOWARD SCIENCE 

Strackbein, Deanna Lee 
EFFECTS OF SCHEMA- BUILDING 
VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION ON 
WORD-MEANING KNOWLEDGE AND 
READING COMPREHENSION 

Srubek, Susan Lynn Donahoe 
THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF ART 
AND READING EDUCATION 

Tang, Terry T. 

TEACHING VERY YOUNG CHILDREN TO 
READ AND SPELL WITH COMBINED 
ROTE AND PHONETIC STRATEGIES: 
ANALYSIS OF FACTORS AND CONDI- 
TIONS CONTRIBUTING TO SUCCESS 

Tomlinson, Louise M, 
MAINSTREAMING WITHIN THE CON- 
TENT OF READING INSTRUCTION 

Webeler, Mary Elizabeth 
ORAL READING OF HIGH AND LOW 
READING ACHIEVEMENT FOURTH GRADE 
STUDENTS TAUGHT BY AN INTEGRATED 
LANGUAGE ARTS APPROACH AND 
SKILLS APPROACH TO READING 
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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FIRST GRADE INSTRUCTIONAL 

PRACTICES, CONCEPTS OF READING, AND READING 

PROCESSING STRATEGIES OrderNo. DAa50O740 

Allin, Janet Keyes, Ph.D. Syracuse University, 1984. 221pp. 

Research done so far has tended to focus on separate, unrelated 
explanations of early reading development ar>d has used many 
different operational measures for defining various aspects of 
reading. The main purpose of this study was to assess the 
relationship?* between some of these explanations of earty reading 
developme it. First, prototypical operational definitions which had 
been frequently and consistently used in past research were 
identified. Using these definitions, the relationships between the 
various factors in reading development were assessed. The concepts 
of reading and reading processing strategies of 52 first graders taughC 
by different instructional approaches were measured as was the 
teacher verbal feedback they received. Results were reported 
descriptively using pf ^^centages. There were relationships found 
between instructional approach and concepts of reading, between 
teacher verbal feedback and concepts of reading, and t:)etween 
reading concept type and reading processing strategy. When 
differences betv^n high and low groups were considered, there 
were relationships found between instructional approach and reading 
processing strategy, between teacher verbal feedback and reading 
processing strategy, and between reading concept type and rjeading 
processing strategy. These findings were discussed in terms of a 
proposed model of factors important in developmental reading. An 
^ditionai purpose of this study was to determine the extent to which 
different operational definitions confirmed or failed to confirm these 
relationships. Besides the prototypical definitions described above, 
other operational definitions were used to measure the same factors 
nnentioned above. It was found that some of these alternative 
operational definitions confirmed the relationships found when using 
the prototypical definitions, some failed to confirm these 
relationships, and some gave ambiguous results. The issues raised by 
this study were the necessity for systematically studying the 
interactive nature of reading development, the need for further 
systematic assessment of the reliability of the various operational 
definitions which have been used in past research, and the need for 
considehng the validity of these operational definitions. 



MAGNET SCHOOLS AND ACHIEVEMENT IN READING AND 
MATHEMATICS Order No. DA8424201 

Blaiic, Jawes a., Ed D. Co/umb/a University TeMChers Cottege, 1984. 
Wpp. Sponsor. Professor William P. Anderson 

The magnet school concept grew out of the 1960's alternative 
school movement. Its rapid spread was result of both local and 
national desegregation moverT>ents. Court orders and the availability 
of special funding under the 1964 Emergency School Aid Act Title 
IVC, led to the implementation of the magnet school concept. 

By the end of the 1970's. the integratiori movement of the previous 
decade had been influenced by the change in the composition of the 
population in urban centers and by the decline in governmental 
suppon Urban sociologists foresaw the beginning of the housing and 
business revitahzation moverT>ent of the late I970's Educators 



supported a view that the key to thts movement would be a city s 
educational systea^. They believed that the magr>et school wouW be a 
pilot in guKjing the reformation of the school system. 

Studies done to examine the quality of education provided by 
magnet schools to achieve this end are limited . The data rela ir>g to 
the achievernent of magnet students as versus non magnet students 

* ThisSy e«mined the achievement levels of one districfs 
magnit school students as compared to students m the district s non 
Zlm ^ hools The students were matched according to the.r third 
^^I^St^t^achieve^^^ test scores. After completing three years m 
Jach program, their sixth grade State achievement test scor« .n 
JJ^ing and mathematics were analyzed. In reading there was S 
aignlficant difference in achievement in two of the t^rw years 
l^r^Bd. In mathematics, of the twelve subtests analyzed, only one 
reoorted a significant difference in achievement. 

The final chapter identifies and discusses tssues needing further 
research in order to clarify the influence of magnet schools on 
education and communities. 



A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE ORA^ READING 
BEHAVIOR OF SELECTED URBAN STUDENTS: A FIVE-YEAR 
LONGITUDINAL DESCRIPTIVE STUDY Order No. DA8425841 

BwowN, rtom Lloyd, Ph.D. Georyia State University • College of 
fdycaf/on, 1984. 209pp. 

Purf>ose. The purpose of this longitudinal descriptive study waste 
describe the growth and changes in the oral reading behavior and 
reading comprehension, language use, and standardized test 
performance of selected proficient readers as they moved through 
ichod from second to sixth grade. 

Methods and Procedures, Selected proficient readers from a 
majofity black, majority low socioeconomic le* el, urban, metropolitan 
school system were interviewed each spring for five years. The audio- 
taped yearly sessions included a rapport-setting interview and 
coKection of an informal language sample, oral reading selections 
following the Read'^g Miscue Inventory format, and formal language 
assessment with the Sentence Repetition Task. The subjects also 
participated yearly in the system-wide stardard reading achievement 
test program. The data obtained were processed with SPSS and 
Lineplot procedures to produce frequencies. m*ans, standard 
deviations, distributions, growth curves, and graphic representations 
of the changes. 

Results. The 14 proficient readers in this study made fewer 
substitution and insertion miscues as they moved from second to 
sixttv^rade. They made almost no omission or reversal miscues 
during the entire length of the study. They demonstrated definite 
growth in language proficiency and used fewer nonstandard 
language structures in sixth grade. They made few to no function or 
reconstruction word omissions or errors during the investigation. The 
stand ardired test scores of these proficient readers varied greatly by 
subject f« 3m year to year. With two exceptions, they were always more 
than one standard deviation above the mean. 

Conclusions. As a group, these proficient readers maintained ^heir 
early academic head-st?n. They made increasingly fewer miscues on 
increasingly more difficult reading materials Their retelling scores, an 
indication of reading comprehension, improved They used 
increasingly mo^^ correct function and reconstruciion words and 
lewer nonstandard language structures as they moved from second 
to sixth grade. 
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THE EFFcCT OF COMPUTER. ASSlSTcO INSTRUCTION UPON 
READING ACHIEVEMENT WITH SELECTED FOURTH-GRADE 
CH^DREN Order NO, DA8427899 

Bnto, VmoiNiA. Eo.D. m university of Nebraska • Lncoin, 1984. 
75pp. Adviser: Gordon Greene 

Th« purpose of the study was to determine the effect oj computer- 
.JSd "nstruction upon reading ach.evement w.th ^eected fourth- 
grJde students. The students in the study were given trad.^onal 
Teldina instruction along with computer-assisted instruc ion. A 
comiirisor. of th,s grouj with a group of students receiving only th« 
traditional reading instruction was conducted. 

A r^Iiew of selected literature was conducted to gain background 
and supportive information to the development of the study^ 

Or>« hundred thirty-two fourth-grade students comprised the 
•xM^nt^ arxJ control groupt for the flfteen-week study. The 
SXr. ic/Sevemenf T.st, w#r. administered at the pre- and 
potttett mea»uret to all subject* in th« research, 

Two-way analyaie of variance (1 repeated measure) tett*. the f- 

test, and the Pearson product-momer^t correlation coeltlcient were 
used to anatyie the data. 

No significant difference existed between the means of the 
expur mental and the control groups on reading comprehension. 
However, students in the experifDental group showed a significant 
gain between the administrations of the pretest and t!ic posttest. 

Based upon the findings of this study, the following concluaione 
were drawn. (1) From an educational viewpoint, the experimental 
group made a significant gain. (2) (hatching the software to the 
objectives being taught in the traditional reading curriculum appear* 
to be an effective educational practice. 

Besed upon the findings of this study, the following 
ft comfTwndatlons were made, (1) A study should be conducted 
assigning students randomly to the experimental control groupe in 
rjne school with the same teacher conducting classes for both 
groupe. (2) l^^ore than or>e computer should be placed in the 
claaaroom to allow more computer Wtm for students in order to 
ascertain whettier increased amount of time would affect 
achievement. (3) A study should be conducted in Chapter I reading 
programs. (4) Further research should be conducted due to the 
limited number of studies. 



PRACTICE CENTERS-. AN ACTIVITY-BASED SEATWORK 
PROGRAM FOR READING AND MATHEMATICS IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OrderNO. DAa420»»4 

BunntTT. CteouYN McKfNZ«. Eo.D. r^e UnJvewifv of Florida, 19§4. 
96op. Chairman: Dr. William D. Hedges 

The Practice Center research project waa an "tivity-baaed 
Mttwork ^ogram designed for use in an elementary schoj. The 

wMimplemented to explore and '"^P'o^ ""^^o^'^^^ 
f or rtudents working independentfy while the teacher wo inttructmg 
«t«N groups in reading or mathematics, 'r'*^"*^ i"f f),*?; *^ 
•iwnJntary school*, and 387 students were involved m the research. 
The reeearcher investigated improving achievement in reading or 

methematics baaed on 4 sets of concept*: (a) Piaget* 

Mental stages of chiWren. (b) an active learning environment 
2r2«SSlS by De\Sy. (c) provision for difference* in perceptu^ 
lS^p"Sere^r.r!d (d) teaching practice. '•••JJ^jo ^jj^* 
aTedeSic achievement. A pretest. pp»tte*t 'I'^JZ^TJ^^^S 
group de»gn wa* utiliied to analyze the «hi«>^"^<«=°'; ^"^ 
garnered on students in grades on*, two and <o"r:n the two 
iMMnentaru schools. Observational data were collected with the 
SJTr obiva^onaT^^^^ (1979) to record »;"J.nt-^achjr 
bihaviors. The data were collected on the t'"'^"' 
SJiits duhng whole group instruction versus the P^•ct^<>"JJJ^ 
letting to compare the two method* concerning var«d in«ruction*l 



materials, the amount of feedback to students, and evidence of 
accommodation of identified learner needa. The achievement data 
feiled to support a significant effect on achisvemen* gains in first and 
second grade reading and fourth grade mathematics with the use of 
the Practice Center treatment. The Practice Center Program did 
produce gams comp*rable to the control group in reading and 
mathematics. The obsen/ational r ata showed the use of more varied 
metenai* and more feedback to students in the Practice Center ' ' 
setting than during whole group instruction. The data on the 
evahjative question of accommodating identified learner need* 
not signjflcsr>«y highw- in the PrMtlce Center setting. Guideline* for 
cia**room practice, project planning, and teacher ineervice are 
preeented as w«N aa implication* for further reeea.'cti 



AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF READING 
COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION IN INTERMEDIATE GRADE 
CLASSROOMS Order No. DA8425035 

D*v.Ma«y DAWLEHe, Eo.D. EastUxasStafUnivrshy,A9&A. i29aD 
Adviaer: Mary L. Jernigan 

Purpos9 ol th» Study. The purpose of this study was to determinp 
the percentage of time devoted to the teaching of compreheneion ir 
reading classes of the intermediate grades in selected elementary 
school*. An additional purpose waa to identify and record the 
categories of instruction employed by reading teacher*. 

Procedure, Observations of eighteen reading teixher* in oradea 
three, lour, and five during reading classes were conducted for m 
approximate total of sixty hour*. Data obtained in the** ob*ervatiO(« 
mckxled timing of each teaching behavior, a descriptive narrative ef 
that behavior, the audience to which it was addressed, the source el 
leeching materials, and a coding of each teaching behavior into either 
one oj me nine specific categorie* of compreheneion irMniction or 
one of the *ix general e«tegoriee of Instruction, Result* wer* reoorM 
n real time and in percentage* of time, -p-— 

percentage* of teaching time were devoted 10 reading 
comprehension ir«truction: 40,3 percent at grade three, 54 pereemn 
fl^d* four, and 62.4 percent at grade five. Of the total teachKlS 
obeerved in reading classes, 50 percent was devoted to reiSi 
comprehension instruction. All s^«»cific comprehension cateon^ieeaf 
inetnjction were employed at som* time during the observaUo^ hui 
not every teacher employed all of the comprehension categorS 
Teachers primarily emptoyed the comprehension categoriMot ' 
••sessment, application, and preparation. Of the six general 

percentage, of teacMng time 
were spent in transitional and non-instructional activities 

Cor)c/u«/or)«, From the findings in this study, these condusiora 
»«redrawn: reading comprehension is taught primarily through 
assessment of comprehenskin and through preparation for 
comprehension; direct instruction of comprehension skill* seldom 

'SS2i!;lJSS;V!"*° P^"^**** ^^^^^ matructionai 
claaiTNlJrM cTiSIIiyj? '"^ <l»'*"fl raiding 
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AN ANALYSIS OF TH« APPROPRIATENESS AND AMOUNT 
OF DECODING PRACTICE PROVIDED FIRST-GRADE 
CHILDREN IN THE READERS OF FIVE COMMERCIAL BASAL 
READING PROGRAMS Order No. DA8427779 

GoTTfWOSON, Conrad Arthur, Ph.D. Brigham Young University^ 
1964. 149pp. Chairmar): Grant Von Harrison 

Today, more than 90 percent of the primary grade teachers in 
America use commercial basal reading programs to teach reading. 
Basal reading programs have been evaluated against many standards 
cJunng the past decade. For the most part, standards have centered 
00 content issues (i e.. sexism, racism, moralism). However, hey have 
not attended to the phonetic structure and practice inherently 
provided in the readers children read. Even though a basal series may 
DfOvKle guidance to teachers for teaching children to read 
phonetically, children may be receiving limited or inappropri^^^^^ 
phonetic decoding practice in the stories they read. If so, this lack of 
appropriate decoding practice could be denying children the 
opportunity to develop proficient decoding skills 

A text analysis procedure v^as developed utilizing a 
microcomputer Five basal series were examined (Houghton Mifflf>, 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Economy. Ginn. and Holt). The data 
.btained from the analysis substantiated the concerns listed above. 



Although Knowiedge and Comprehension questions still constitute 
I majority of questions in m(^st series, their frequency ha'i declined m 
relation to earlier periods. Application questions had a dramatic 
increase from the first two periods There has not been a general 
increase in the three upper-level classes of questions Analysis, 
Synthesis, and Evaluation. 

Conclusions Results of this study indicated that lower -level 
questions have decreased in basal series, but there has been no 
general increase in upper-level questions. Furthermore, no basal 
series had a clear plan for an appropriate distribution of questions. 



AN EXTENSION OF HABECKER*S STUDY OF READING 
QUESTIONS IN SELECTED BASAL READERS 

Order No. DA8425a40 
Granath. Gregory Keith, Ph.D. fast Texas Sfafe University, 1984. 
136pp. Adviser: Mary L. Jernigan 

Purpose o1 the Study, The purpose of this study is to extend a 
study completed by Habecker (1976) that focused on patterns of 
questions in teachers manuals of selected basal readers. 
Comparisons were made between \hft patterns in reference to grade 
levels, time periods, and basal reader companies. 

Procedure, Lesson plans from American Book, Ginn, Houghton 
Mifflin, and Scott Foresman were chosen. Also, Macmillan basal 
lesson plans were selected from this series. 

Three lesson plans from each mar ual, on the second, fourth, and 
sixth grade level, were chosen arbitrani/ The investigator then 
selected questions supplied for the teacher to ask students during 
reading lessons. Appropriate questions were considered to be direct 
or indirect questions or problems that required a single specific 
response from the student. 

Three judges rated the chosen questions using classification 
guidelir>es based on the six levels of Bloom's Taxonomy: Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation. 
The classified questions were separated into percentages of the total 
number of queslions on each grade level. 

The data obtained were anal/zed in three manners. First, question 
patterns were compared between the four basal series studied. 
Second, question patterns were compared between the second, 
fourth, and sixtN grade levels studied. In addition, question patterns 
from the Macmillan series, not included in the 1976 study, were 
compared to reading question patterns found in the four basal series 
covered m the 1976 and present studies. 

Findings There were wide differences in observed reading 
questions There was no apparent plan tor a specific distribution cf 
questions 



A COMPARISON OF THE EFFECTS OF SUSTAINED SILENT 
READING WITH AND WITHOUT STIMULANT EXPERIENCES 
ON ATTITUDES TOWARD READING AND READING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF FOURTH- AND FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS 

Order No. DA8425041 
Green, Helen Ruth Hyoe. Pii'-.D. East Texas State University, 1964. 
163pp. Adviser: LaVerne F(orie 

Purpose of the Study. This study was initiated to examine the 
effects of regular sessionfi of Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) with and 
without stimulant experiences, in addition to regular reading 
instruction, on attitudes toward reading and reading achievement 
when compared with attitudes and achievement of students who 
received regular reading instruction with no SSR. 

Procedure. The subjects for the twenty four*week study w«fe sixty 
fourth* and seventy*three fifth-grade students in three classes at each^ 
level in a 625 student 'School. At each level. Group I was involved In 
four twenty-minute SfiR sessions with stimulant experiences each 
week. Group II in four t¥venty*minute SSR sessions without stimulant 
experiences, and Group III in no SSR Each group was pretested and 
posttested with the ttstes Attitude Scale and the Reeding 
Comprehension Tes;t of the Metropolitan Achtevenwnt Teste. ^ 
The data were analyzad using analysis of covariaoce wnn ine .Od 
level established tc determir^e significance of differences among 
experime.Mal and control groups. Pretest scores on reading attitudes 
and achievement ^re used as covariatesto adjust for initial 
differences among the groups. 

Findings'. As measured by the Estes Attitude Scale and the 
Metropolitan Pei%ding Comprehension Test, no significant diffefer>C6S 
were revealed among fourth* or fifth-grade students in attitudes 
toward reading or reading achievement irrespective of their 
involvement in SSH. 

Conclusions, Sustained Silert Reading with or without stimulant 
experiences is as effective at improving attitudes toward reading arKi 
reading achievement of fourth* and fifth-grade students when used 
with a regulftr reading program as is a regular reading program with 
no SSR. Observations of teachers indicated that SSR seemed tc 
produce these positive results: (1) The SSR session$ v^re enjoyable 
for studcms and teachers. (2) Students read more than ttiey would 
have read without the SSR sessions. (3) Because of the stimulant 
experiences, students selected materials that otherwise would have 
been neglected. (4) Teachers became aware of the kinds of materials 
students preferred to read- 
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IMAGERY AND QUESTION STRATEGIES IN TEXT LEARNING 

OrderNo. DA8415466 
HfWfiiNCTON. Scott S^atipi. Pm D. AnzonM StMtB University, 1984. 
Mpp. I 

Mental imagery nas received considerable research attention as a 
learning aid for the recall of text. However, the effectiveness of 
imagery as contrasted wfth other adjunct instructional techniques has 
not been well researched. Thi purpose of this study was to compare 
the effects of imagery to those of a text-only treatment, inserted 
¥Mfitten questions, arnj massed oral questions. 

The sample consisted of 316 sixth-grade subjects. Subjects were 
blocked into high ar>d low reading groups on the basis of 
standardized reading scores, then randomly assigned within each 
bibck to one of four treatments: mental imagery, inserted questions, 
oral questions, or text alone Post hoc analyses led to the inclusion of 
sUbtect gender as a factor in the study. 

The materials consisted of four treatment-based versions of a 
1200* word passage about future energy sources Subjects worked 
' through the materials, ihet . the following day completed a 20-item 
constructed-responsetest and a brie.' questionnaire. Performance 
data were analyzed using a 4 (learning strategy) x 2 (reading level) x 2 
(sex) univariate analysis cf variance. Learning time and data from the 
post* instruction questionnaire were also analyzed. 

The two question treatments were significantly more effective than 
the imagery and text-only conditions. Mean scores on the 2G-item taet 
were 1 1 70 for the oral-question group, 10.99 for inserted questions, 
7 66 for imagery. ar>d 6 42 for the text-on^ group. The question 
conditions took longer to complete, but remained signHiCintly more 
effective when learning time was controlled statistically. As expected, 
high readers outperformed low readers. Frequency of imagery use, as 
determined by self-report data, was not related to posttest scoree. 

Questionnaire data revealed that subjects accurately judged the 
effectiveness of their treatments. Subjects in question groups rated 
their treatments as easier and more helpful and rated the posneat ae 
easier Ratings did not differ on ite/ie dealir>g with interest, effort, and 
reading difficulty. 

i ne reauiu clearly favor the use questions over imaoery in 
effone to impro^ cleearoom recaf: of textual material Cormkimmom 
related to cost leamir>g \km. and convenierKe are important in 
selecting a quesiKNi strategy. 



ARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE READING READINESS 

ND READING PERFORMANCE OF ^'^^^^^i'"^';;. ..2091 
HILDREN: A FIELD STUDY Order No. DA8422091 

rrr. Euaini Bscxer, Ed.D. University ot Illinois Bt Urbane- 
:rtampe/pn. 1984. 287pp. 
Th- fttudv was desioneo present a reading rSadineea and . 
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In terms of pupil achievement as it related to the various levels of 
parental involvement, it was felt that the orientation-training sessions 
for parents which culminated in the home learning kits were moet 
valuable. Through the orientation-training sessions, parents became 
aware of their child'y individual needs and rate of progress. They 
learned to provide challitnges for the children to a degree through the 
hon>e learning kits, and also evaluate their success. 

Even though follow-up studies were not conducted in this ciee 
study, it might be assunf>ed that parents involved in this study 
continued to help their child at home (i.e., parents might continue t^ 
be involved as a result of this study). Questionnaire replies indicated 
that teaching/learning at home was enjoyable both for the parent and 
child. 



THE EFFECTS OF INTENSIVE INTERVENTION ON 
VOCABUURY DEVELOPMENT OF SEVENTH GRADE 

STUOENTSHN READING 

Johnson, Francis Lanwr, Ed.D. University of Southern Celltornie, 
1984. Chairman: Professor Grayce A. Ransom 

Purpose, The purpose was to measure the effects of intensive 
intervention on vocabulary development in reading using the five-step 
Johnson Vocabulary Development Model and researcher-developed 
teaching materials as well as reeearcher-developed criterion- 
referenced testing instruments. 

Procedures. The study used an experimental research design 
whereby experimental participants were matched with control 
participants. Participants were seventh grade students in a unified 
school district in Southern CalKornia. Students in the experimental 
nroup were selected or« the basis of enrollment In a seventh grade 
reading class in adherence to district policies. Students in the control 
group were those who, for varioua reasons established by district 
policy, were not enrolled in a seventh graoe reaoing ciasa. mienwe 
intervention in vocabulary development was given to students In the 
experimental group. Control group participants received no intensive 
intervention. The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills subtests '^Vocabulary" 
ar>d "Reading Comprehension" sen^ as the pretest/posttest 
ir^trunf>ent. The research-developed criterion-referenced 
pretest/posttest wu used with the experimental group to asseee 
offectiver>ess of vocabulary development model and teaching 
materiaia. 

Findings. Pretest/posttest comparisons revealed the experimental 
group to have higher raw scores for ITBS " Vocsbulary" and ''Reading 
Comprehension" subtests than the control group. However, 
significance at the previously established .OS level was not achieved 
by the findin(is^of .151 for vocabulary development. No significant 
dlRerences werejfound to exist between the groups with regard to 
reading compreh#hsioh. No significant differences between the sexee 
were found to exist with regard to the number of words learned by 
each sex. A correlation of 72 wss found to exist between the 
researcher-developed pretest/posttest and the ITBS "Vocabulary" 
subtest. A correlation of .67 wss found to exist between the 
researcher-developed pretest/posttest and the ITBS "Reading 
Comprehension" subtest. 

Conclusions, The intensive intervention in vocabulary 
development produced slightly better results than was found to exist 
in ttie control group but not significantly so. 

Pecommendstions. It Is recommended that some systematic 
method to enhance vocabulary development be used in the 
classroom. 

(Copies Svailatle exclusively from Micrographics Department, 
Doheny Library, (JSC, Los Angeles. CA 90069.) 



THE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS MODES OF EYE MOVEMENT 
CALISTHENICS ON SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS* READING 
RATES. READING COMPREHENSION AND ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS READING Ordtr No. DA842r548 

JOLDiMMA, John Eowap^d. Ph.D. University of Georg/a. 1984. 275pp. 
Director Bob W. JerrokJs 

Th# purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of three 
methodi o( eye movement calisthenics on the reading rates, 
comprehension, achievement, attitudes towards reading and attitude* 
towards th« various treatments of sixth grade studenis. The methods 
of trair>ing were machine pacing, timed readings arxj phr'.te readings. ^ 
The effects of these methods* and the three methods in combination, 
on th« experimental groups were compared to the results achieved by 
a control group trained with a comprehension emphasis* 

The sample consisted of 99 sixth grade students in a northeast 
Georgia public school. 

AH subjects were pretested with the Tea/e ano Lewis Reeding 
Attitude Sca/e, the Americen Schooi Achievement Test and the first 
lesson of the 20 lesson Optimum Reeding Achievement (level 1) 
leriee. 

Training in reading improvement was implemented imiTiediately 
liter tt>e pretest data were collected. Training took place twice a week 
for appromimately 45 minutes each time from January 23. 1984 to 
March 1. 1984. Approximately 9 hgurs were spent in training. The 
groups differed only in the method of practice used during rereadingt 
of e%ch of the 18 lessons used for training. 

The lut of the 20 lessons served as a postteat of reading rate and 
comprehension. Immediately following the last lesson, the Teeie and 
Lewis Reeding Attitude Scele and the Americen School Achievement 
Teei were adminMenMl to aM groupe. Finally, the Lieted Thought 
Procedure was admMitercd to each group. 

A three-step statisticel procedure was used to evatuate the effects 
dt treetment. Theee stepe included; (1) an overall multiple analysis ot 
¥Srisnoe,(2) pairwise multiple analyse of variance and (3) Univariate 
analysis. 

The rssuRs indicated that all four treatment groups were 
signiflcsntly faster in reading rate than the control group. There were 
no sigrWflcant group differences in attitude towards reading or 
achievement. However, the machine pacing group and the mixed 
trestmsnt group were significantly lower in comprehension than the 
control group. The timed reading group was significantly lower in 
rssd.ng rate than the machine pacing group* Thus, }he phrase 
rsetf log method offered the best combination of incresssd reeding 
rale while maintaining comprehension. The phrase reading method 
wes also rated by «>e subiects as ths bsst-liksd msthod of Irsininf. 



FAILURE IN BEGINNING READING: PROBLEMS IN 
MASTERING A COMPLEX COGNITIVE TASK 

OrderNo.DA8423077 

KiiUN. LAwi^f NCI JOMH. Pm.D. dty, University of New Yori^, 1984. 
199pp. Adviser: Professor Shirley Feldmann 

Children's problems in mastering beginning reading si^ills were 
studied by exammmg the correlates of the performance of second 

third grade average and poor readers on a list of words 
commonly found in basal readers in grades one through four. The 
^proach taken was to use characteristics of persons (such as, their 
phoneme segmentation skill) to predict their perf ormr^nce reading the 
word list and to use the characteristics of words such as, the 
complexity of their letter sound correspondences to predict the 
number of errors made on each word. 

The results suggest, as hypothesized, that the complexity of letter* 
sound correspondences within words is a critical factor in beginning 
•Adding failure. Students who had not mastered the complex letter* 

nd correspondence system were less likely to read worda 
rorrectiy thar students who had mastered the correspondences 
Also, words which are more complex in terms of the number and 



difficulty of their letter*sound correspondences were less likely to be 
read correctly than words with few and simple correspondences 

Grade level also emerged as an important variable. As 
hypothesized, the categorization of the words according to the grade 
level at which they are typically included in basal readers was a 
powerful predictor of reading errors on individual words and the 
grade level of the subjects was also a good predictor of subjects' 
success on the word list. Third-grade subjects read 85 percent of the 
words correctly, while second-gra Je subjects read only 58 percent 
correctly. This suggests that instnjction may play a role in beoinnino 
reeding failurs. ^ 

Other variables were not found to be related to beginning reeding 
fSHure. As hypothesized, phonemic segmentation skill was not related 
to performance on the word list. C<- trary to what was hypothesized, 
however, vocabulary knowledge, and intellectual ability, as 
represented by a score on the Cognitive Abilities Test, were not 
related to the subjects* performance on the word list. 

Taken togetl* . the analyses of both person and task 
characteristics suggsst that failure in beginning reading results from 
the incresaing complexity of letter-sound correspondences m words 
sod students* problsms mastsring that complexity through 
ir^struction. 



THE EFFECTS OF ORAL REPEATED READING ON SECOND 
GRADE STUDENTS' ORAL READING ACCURACY, RATE, 
AND COMPREHENSION OrdsrNo. DA850O3g5 

KocM. Katm^yn Ann. Ph.D. Purdue University, ^9SA. 143pp. Meier 
Professor: Pose Lamb 

The study was designed to investigate the effects of repeated 
reeding on word recognition accuracy, reading rate, contextual 
acceptability of errors, oral reading phrasing, text explicit 
comprehension, and text implicit comprehension. Additional 
purposes wers to explore the effect of different numbers of repetitions 
of repeated reading and the effects of repeated reading on reading 
attitude. 

A simple posttest-only control group design waa employed. Fnrty- 
eight second grade studenu who averaged 96% word recognitioi. or 
betowontwo. third grede p as ssgee were rsndomly assigned to or^e of 
three expehmentsi groups (two rspetMone. four repetitlone, or sta 
repetWone) or to the control grou*. 

Al subiscts met indivtduaHy wMh the reseercher when reeding 
sight prsctice pssssgss and three teat passages. Preetice pasaagee 
mm read two, four« or six times and test passages were read one 
time. No comprehension instruction took place. Subjects were 
ir^ormed of the number of errors they made and the time it took to 
reed each passage. The Survey of School Attitudes was administered. 

A MANCOVA, with the average number of words and average 
reedir>g rate from the selection test passages serving as covarlatee, 
was performed for six dependent variables (word recognition 
accuracy, oral reading rate, contextual acceptability of errors, 
phrasing, text explicit tomprehehsion. and text implicit 
comprehension) on each of the three test passages. Scores from the 
Survey ot School Attitudes were analyzed by means of a ons*way 
ANOVA. 

The three MAf^OVAs performed on the test passages wers 
aign^ant. Rspeated reading signiflcsntly affected the number of 
wems read correctly, reading rate, added pauses, and contextuely 
unecceptable errors, u measured by each test. The number of 
unmerked pauses waa significant on ths first immediate test. 
Significant post hoc analyses indlcats that when averaged, the three 
experimental groups read more words correctly than the control 
group, the two-repetition group read significantly faster than the 
control and six-repetition groupe, the six-repetition group 
acknowledged significantly more unmarked pauses on the first 
immediate test than ths avsrags of ths control and two-repetition 
groups, and the experimental groupe added significantly more 
inappropriate pauses than the control group. There were no 
differences among groups for reading attitude. 



EVALUATING THE 'MPLEMENTATION OF A READING 
PROGRAM 

MacNamara, David In Eo D Univ0rsity of Toronto (Canada), 1984 
Chiirperson: Dr John Holland 

The study examined the implementation of an informal reading 
program by the Primary Division in one school. During the past 
decide some questions have been raised about the conceptualization 
•rd the process of implementing informal programs. Empirical studies 
of informal programs have emphasized the need for further research 
to examine and analyze in detail the attempts schools have made in 
implementation. 

The study set out to describe implementati9n in one school using 
in ethnographic^qualitative methodology. The methodology 
incorporated observation tivlf^e classrooms, and the use of a 
questionnaire and focussef interviesvs with the teachers, 
administrate IS and consultants. In the focussed interview an 
instrument developed by Hall and Loucks ("The Level of Use of the 
Innovation"; 1975) was employed fts a means for determining the 
teachers' use of an informal reading program. Data from interviews, 
and observations, were analyzed using an implementation model 
proposed by Fullan (Factors Related to (In)Effective Implementation; 
197H). 

The study used six focal questions to guide the analysis. Five of 
the questioffS were concerned with the implementation process and 
the sixth with the efficacy of Fullsn's model. The conclusions ol the 
study were that: (1) teachers were at different stages of development 
in terms oi the^^ knowledge, values and skills for implementing an 
inlormil re sding program. (2) teachers experienced a wide rsnpe ol 
feelings about the process of implementing an informal reading 
program. (3) the perceptions of teachers, administrators and 
consultants varied depending on the value that they had for the 
program and on their involvement in it. (4) a person viewed as a 
change agent was needed to provide continuity and leadership. 
(S) the change agent needed to be a knowledgeable, skilled person 
with a positive attitude toward informal reading programs. (6) Fullan*s 
model was seen as an effective instrument to guide the 
implementation and assess the process at given stages. 

The recommendations of the study were that Fullan's model by 
exparvjed with point-scale protocols defining teacher behaviours; that 
prncipals and teachers be provided with intensive in-service in the 
use of the model; that the principal and the consultant b« actively 
involved in the implementation process; that the consultant shouW 
interpret to teachers the problems of implementation revealed by the 
use of the model; that the focussed interview technique be used as an 
instrument for gathering data about implementation; and that long 
term ethnographic Mudies be initiated in which Fullan's model is used 
for guiding the Implementation. 



r»REDlCTION: AN AID TO COMPREHENSION 

OrderNo. DA8427e79 

McElroy, Bilue Brundage. Eo.D. Oklahoma Stata University, 1984. 
96pp. 

Scope of Study. The purpose of this study was to investigate the 
effectiveness of teaching prediction strategies versus traditional 
methods of reading instruction to Sixth grade middle school students. 
This study hypothesizes that there will be no significant d'fferenceK 
between the total reading, comprehension and vocabulary scores of 
middle students using prediction strategies and those using 
traditional instruction. The subjects who were one hundred sixty 
students who were between eleven and twelve years of age, 
representing Caucasian. Black. Spanish, Indian and Vietnamese 
ethnic groups, were drawn from four middle schools in the Oklahoma 
City School District. Using a post-test only design the data was 
collected from the control group and treatment group using post test 



scores on the Calif orma Achievement Test, level 16. One way analysis 
of variance was used to analyze the data. 

Findings and Conclusions. Results of the study found no 
significant differences between the control group and the treatment 
group, therefore all hypotheses were not rejected. 

Two determining factors may have influenced the study. One, 
prediction strategies were taught for a short period of time in the 
curriculum. A longer period of time may hav« made a difference and 
two, the fact that both groups were instructed in the same room may 
have created the Hawthorne effect. 



EVIDENCE OF EMERGENT READING BEHAVIORS IN YOUNG 
CHILDREN'S INTERACTIONS WITH FAVORITE STORYBOOKS 

Oru6rNo*DA8423285 
Ono, BcvcRLY Wmiti, Ph.D. Northwas^arn U^iyarsity,^^. I96pp» 

The purpose of this study was to examine children's emergent 
reading abilities by contrasting assisted and independent storybook 
interactions prior to conventional reading. Using a Vygotskiian 
perspective children's emergent reading behaviors were analyzed in 
terms of the zone of proximal developrrient and transition from 
inlerpsychological to intrapsychological functioning. 

The subjects were children between and S years okj, enrolled 
in a day care center. Twenty-four children were interviewed in one 
study and seventeen in a secondi tv.o months later. For each study, 
six storybooks were introduced and used in the classroom over a 
period of two weeks, following which each chikj's storybook 
mteractions with a familiar adult examiner were audiotaped and 
videotaped. 

Analysis of the assisted storytx>ok interactions indicated the 
children's responses appeared to fall into five categories: non-verMI 
resoonse, convei rational response. echo*like response, semantic illy 
equivalent response, tnd verbatim-like response. Independent 
storybook interactions were analyzed by Sulzby's Emergent Reading 
Ability Judgments Scale for FavorKe Storybooks. Some of the 
behaviors found in the assisted interactions resembled those found in 
independent interactions. Zones of proximal development were 
described by comparing combinations of assisted and independent 
interactions for indivklual children. In nearly alt assisted*independent 
combinations. chiWren's responses gave evidence of higher levels o* 
emergent reading ability when receivl'^g assistance than when 
interacting independently. 

^ The study provided evidence for a gradual transition from 
interpaychological functioning to intrapsychological functioning when 
interacting with a storybook. Chikjren's responses during assisted 
and independent storybook interactidn^ did not appear to occur 
randomly, but were based in the children's developing knowledges* 
a^out written language and reading. Zones of proximal development 
indicated knowledges which were in the process of development but 
were not yet operating at an independent level. Implications for future 
research in the area of storybook Interactions are discussed. 
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A COMPARISON OF VIDEO FORMAT MICROCOMPUTER 
PRACTICE, MICROCOMPUTER DRILL AND PRACTICE, AND 
WORKBOOK ACTIVITIES ON LEARNING AND RETENTION 
OF A READING SKILL Ordtr No. DA8804632 

PniNCt. Amkn Tipton. Ph.D. University oi G^orglg, ^W4^ 148pp. 
Director: Qeo^gt E. Mason 

Th« purpoM of thtt study wss to investigate the effectiveness ol 
thrte different types of practice on the learning and reten'ilon of a 
reading skill, i^., synonym knowledge. Subjects v^re 60 fifth grade . 
students who were rank ordered a id randomly assigned to one of the 
following three treatment groups bised on their scores from a 
synonym pretest: Group A » videcj format microcomputer practice. 
Group a ■ microcomputer drill ard practice, at'd 3roup C « 
workbook activitiee. 

Vkleo format microcomputer practice was delivered via three 
programs created from a commercially available utility program. The 
utility program allowed the insertion of the same synonyms used by 
the other two groups into a game format and incorporated 
motivational features such as increasing levels of difficulty, rapid 
pace, and visual and auditory feedback. Microcomputer drill and 
practice was delivered via three programs created with another 
commercially available utility program. These programs presented the 
same practice synonyms in a multiple choice format with four optione. 
Workbook activities were patterned after the synonym activities found 
in the basal workboolt normally used by subjects and after synonym 
acttvitiee in commercial workbooks recommended for use at the fifth 
grade level. 

.M subjects practiced the same 34 synonym pairs on three 
succeeei ve d ays for 1 2 min utes each for a total of 36 minutes of 
oactice. Subjects were administered a synonym postteat on the'' 
't^ltowing day and again seven days later. 

Data from these posttests v^re analyzed by one-way analyses of 
variance. The results indicated no significant differences among the 
three treatment groupefor either learning or retention of synonym 
knowledge. 



Americane, or Asiana) were found to have a higher level of reaiiem 
than stories without minority group maior charactera. Everyday 
stories with non mlddle-class urban settings were found to have the 
same level of realism as everyday stories with middle-class suburban 
settings. Stories with anthropmorphic characters were found to have 
a lower level of realism than stories without anthropomort^ic 
characters. Fairy stories were found to have the same level of realism 
as non*f airy stories. 

Only one story in the sample wu set in the future, only one was set 
in Africa (with White major characters;, and only one mentioned 
divorce. No stories mentioned pregnancy. No stories emphasized 
conflict between parents, and ontyors emphasized sibling rivalry. 
Moat stories set in foreign larKls were myths or legeHs. Traditional 
fairy stories with wicked wiiches have been replaced by stuffed animal 
stories that lack realism. 

The investigator conchided that tt>e basal reading series sampled 
do not provide children living in our modern society an adequate core 
of chiUren'a literature. 



READING COMPREHENSION: A CLASSROOM APPLICATION 
OF THE GENERATIVE MODEL Order No. DA842S290 

RiDiAWos, GaANT Lund, Ed.D. Br/grtam Young University, 1984. 
87pp. Chairman: Paul P. Cook 

A study waa condi cted to examine the reading comprehension 
scores of ten sixth-grade students In a classroom setting who were 
trained to use generative activities. A small^N research spprosch wWt 
tf) A*B*A*B design was utilized. Following baseUne sessions subiscis 
v^re trained, using a cognitive modeling procedure, to generatp: 
(1) a summary sUtSt nent about each reading passage and 
\(2) connections (relations or associationa) that coukJ tw made 
^tween each passage and each subiect's previous knowledgs and 
experience. 

Results showed that comprehenalon acores for seven of tfip ten 
subjects were clearly improved by tt>e use of generative activitiee wWt 
the A B-A-B design providing evidence of a cause-effect relationehip. 
The results also showed that a short experience with generative 
ectivftiee wM prob^ not produce permer^ improvement Theet 

dau support wmrock*a model of gener a tive leeming end indlceie R 
may have practical utiity in the deesroom. 



A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF REALISM IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL BASAL READING TEXTBOOKS 

Order No. DA84248S0 
RiYMwaeJONALUN.Eo.O. MonfansSfafe Un/versify, 1984. 171 pp. 

The research method of content analysis was used to determine 
the amount of realism in stories in eight basal reading seriee 
pubiiahed between 1978 and 1983. ReaJiam wu defined as six 
categoriea of story content that psychologists over the past forty 
years hevi! felt should %ppaar more frequently in baaal reading 
siorie* a six categories were age spectrum (non-elementary and 
youn( Suult characters), conflict, aggresaion, life situationa (birtn, 
deeth, etc.). negative emotions, and intellectual activitiea. One fourth 
of stories (203) in the primers and first, third and fifth readers waa 
randomly sampled. 

kggmsion and conftict were the least common categories of 
reaiiem. At the third a^ fifth grade, negative feeling wu the moet 
common realism category, and at the first grade, intellectual activity 
wu moet common. Six ruearch hypothesu were formulated and 
tested at the OS level of confidence using Student's t^tut. Storiu in 
frequently state adopted reading seriu were found to have tt>e ume 
level of realiam u storiu in less frequently adopted seriu. Storiu 
with female maior characters were found to have the urr>e level of 
realiam u storiu without female maior characters. Storiu with 
minority group ma^or characters (Blacks, Hispanica, Native 



AN INVESTIGATION OF LITERACY RELATED EXPERIENCES 
OF PREKINOEROARTEN CHILDREN WHO DEMONSTRATE 
KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT AND BOOKS Order No. DA8424258 
Ruix GOMtz, Daist, Eo.D. Columbii University Teachers College. 
1964. 183pp. Sponsor: Dorothy Strickland 

A study wu conducted to explore the effect of the home and 
school environnf>ent on young children's lanf uage and literacy 
development. Sixty^tlve preschool children <rom low socloeconomte 
Mttings were administered the Preschoolers* Book Handling 
Knowledge Instrunfient, The five children who obtained the highe* 
scoru were chosen u sublects for the study. Caae studiu ths 
subjects were conducted to acquire information on home and achool 
literacy-related experiencu which had etihanced their prereading 

proficiency. ^ ^ . ^ 

There were four reuarch questions for the purpou of the study: 
(1) What language experiencu are present in the homu of children 
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*fto (Mmongtrait Knowi«ogt iDout ooou ana pnnt? |2) How and 
through what muns do p-r«nt« of precocious pftreadan or oth*.- 
Ur^L*"*'"'*^ •ocourag* languag* and litaracy axpariancM? 
(3) What art th« parcaptlcnt about and attitudaa toward raading of 
childran w^o are learning to reiiJ without formal inttruction? (4) What 
•ddJttonti experiences and behavior sup^rtlve of language and 
literKy development characteri;i« ■>.oflclent prereaders and their 
home ar>d schooJ environment? Data were gathered through 
obeervations and interviews with the parents, teachers, and the five 
•objects snd classified within five categories; writing<related events, 
feading-related activity, verbal interaction, children's perceptions 
•bout and ftR)tud*)i toward wrinen language, and additional 
experiences supportive of language and literacy development. 

Findings reveal.iJ that all language processes were prominently 
present In the homes of proficient preresders snd were enhsnced by 
environmentsl factors, such u svsilsbility of resding snd writing 
materisls. psrents' responsiveness to children's questions and 
requests, the use of reading and writing in functional situations 
modeling, and reading aloud. Structure and an emotionally 
nourishing atmosphere were two complementary patterns supportive 
of langusge -nd literacy development observed in the environment* 
of pf jflcient preroaders. The subjects demonstrated a positive 
attitude toward reading. They were Jescribed as curious, alert, self, 
disciplined, hard workers, perfertijnists, snd lesders. 
* The stMdy presents evidence thst precocious prereaders are also 
competent in other Isngusge menifeststions, snd thst the hofT)e 
environment pisys sn importsnt role in their successful Isngusge and 
literacy development. Rndings suggest seversi implications for 
parents and educators interested in providir>o stimulsting settings for 
young children's whole language learning. 



EFFtCTS OF READINO-STUDY STRATEGIES ON READING 
COMPREHENSION AND ATTITUDE TOWARD SCIENCE 

Order No. DA8426610 
SiAoe. IKA GAeetrr. Eo.D. Ai'ourn Unlvtrslty, ^964. 221pp. Director 
Jone P. Wright 

In response to students' deficiencies in processing content area 
teita, reading experts have recommended reading-study strategies. 
Although many authors of textbooks for elententsry teachers hsve 
recommended the S03P reading-study strstegy, reeesrch findings do 
not support the S03R method as being consistently superior to other 
rtralegies. Thus, the purposes of this study were: (i) to compare the 
efBcecy of a tescher-direeted rsMUng-sludy strategy instruction upon 
reading comprehension of science textual materiel and (2) to 
determine if the reading-study strsteg'ies were differentislly effective 
for male and female, black and white students on measures of reading 
ccmprehension, science schievement. and student sttitude toward 
sciertce. 

The sample for the study was comprised of 401 sixth-grsde 
students. Instruments included the immediate science content test, 
»<« delayed science content test, the CtlHornIt Acrt/evemen/ Ttst 
'^•■«"''ff Voctbuliry snd Rttding Co/npre/Jen«/on subtests, 
and the Science Student AttKudr Survey. 

'"^ univariate analyaee of vsrisnce using the Wilks' 
•mods test of signiflcsnce st the p < .05 level were used to snslyze 
the dsts. The mulUvsriate F rstio for treatment condition main effec , 

signifi^snt. Univsriste snslysis of the msin effects for trestment 
molested that: (1) students in the tescher-direeted rssding-study 
Krslegy group had more positive sttitudes towsrd science thsn did 
«udents in the independent resding study strstegy group, snd 
(2) control group students hsd more positive sttitudes towsrd science 
then did students in the independent reading-study strstegy group 
However, differences smong the three study groups on measures of 
content schievement were not found to be statlstlcslly significsnt 

Results of this study suggested that, in light of the negative effect 
cf the independent reading-study strategy upon atudents' attitudes 
toward science, care shoulc' be exercised in the recommendation and 
selection of a reading study strategy for use with elementary school 
students, Other conclusions and recommendations for future 
reeesrch were preeented. 



EFFECTS OF SCiltMA BUILDING VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION ON WORD-MEANING KNOWLEDGE AND 
READING COMPREHENSION Order No. DA6424658 

St^ackssin, Deanna Ltt, Ph.D. Arizona Stttt Univtrslty, 1964 
163pp. 

This study examined the differential effects of two rnethods of 
schema-building word meanii^g instruction on the acquisition of 
Urget word meanings and on literal and inferential comprehension 
questions of text in which the target words occurred. 

The 71 fifth-grade subjectsi. designated as ab/e or lts$ »bl9, were 
rarvdomly assigned to threj treatment conditions: (a) the Teacher- 
Interaction treatment, (b) the Dicionary-Context treatment, and 
(c) the Incidental-Reading (control) condition. The two instructicrri 
treatments were designed to facilitate a schematic connections 
between students' prior knowledge and the target words. Children in 
all three yi oups read the 30 target words in the context of a junior 
novsl. 

Four teachers presented the treatments in rotation. Achievement 
In word meaning was assessed wi'n a 20-item multiple-choice word- 
meaning test and a 15-item sentence-anomaly \m. Achievement in 
comprehension was assessed with 10 literal comprehension 
questions and 10 inferential comprehension questions. 

Two analyses were performed utmg the data from the four 
aseeaements. In Analysis 1 a repeated measures .'.NOVA was used to 
compere proportions of corrtnt responses for all achievement 
meuu.es. In Analysis 2 a repeated*measures ANOVA was used to 
compare the number of correct respor^ses to literal and inferential 
comprehension questions. 

The anelysee revealed significant treatment effects for both 
ir^uctionaltreetmen1s(F(2.&5) . 9.63, p « OOOlJ. Thefiretanalytle 
revealed a highly significant difference in mor6 meaning and 
comprehension for able studenu' achievement (f (i , 92) ■ 1 1 40, p » 
.001 1] but no stgniflcant difference for the lees able students. \r> the 
second anaiyais there w4S a elgnlfteant interaction between treatment 
and question type |F(a, 65) » 5.65. p « .005). which wu accounted 
for by the performance of students in each veatment group on the 
0* literal comprehension (f(2.6e) « 4.41. p « ,0158). 



THC INTERRELATIONSHIP OF ART AND READING 
EDUCATION Order No. D A8425673 

SeustK. Susan Lynn Donahoc. Ph.D. Th§ University of N%w Mexico, 
1964. 214pp. 

R kills of national assessments indicated that higher levels of 
le^n g in art and reading were needed. Research on combined art 
and reeding programs indicated, the possibility of a unique 
interrelationship in which art and reading education could be 
enhanced reciprocally. The focus of this study wu on the 
interrelationship of art and reading so that subsequent theory, 
resurch, and practice could be developed systematically. Existing 
combined programs did not contain a consistent educational 
viewpoint about interrelated activitiu and learning in art and reading. 

The specific purpose of the study was to develop a consistent 
viewpoint for the interrelationship of art and reading education. The 
ruult wu pluralistic in that It emphasized each learner as having a 
unique set of learning characteristics usually expressed by 
dichotomies In the literature. Dichotomiu about learner 
characteristics were used as a means of broadening perspectives and 
cruting alternatives for students which did not exist previously in m\ 
and reading education. 

Theories and research dealing with learning dichotomies were 
exaniined and formed the buls of the viewpoint developed. A review 
of brain hemisphere theory and Vesearch revuled potentials for 
interhemlsphertc collaboration, hemispheric compensation^ andfuN 
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brim ictivity for tfttctive learning. Theories and research in art and 
reading education. t;gnified the need for an educational viewpoint 
that would accommodate all poles and positionf on continue between 
dichotomous poles in an interrelated art and reading program. 

Philosophies and theories about the unique nature of the art 
process and learning wer^ examined and considered In relation to 
reading processes and learning and were charted. From this orocesa, 
aM the resulting charts, a general description of the responsibilities 
ar>d activities of the student and teacher were outlined consistent wm 
the neture of an and reading processes and the goals of an 
interrelated art and reading education program. 

The pluralistic viewpoint was expressed in terms of a series of 
consistent guidelines to be used to structure systematic research, 
curriculum devetopment. and methods for an interrelated art and 
reading education program. The combination of these guideiinee 
together in a pluralislic viewpoint was a unique resuH o^ this study. 



Two ofje^hour inlervitwe with the cleasrocm teacher were 
conducted. The purpoee ol the interviews with the teacher was to 
obtain Information about the teacher's expressed views of rolee and 
nasponsibi .tiesar^ d the cNldren. materials, and auppon penK)nnli 

Two forty mlnute intirviewt were conducted with each of thi 
twenty-four students and each of the nine support persons to oMaift 
'|heir expreeaed views of roles end responsibilities and ol each other, 
me teacher, and materials used in tesching reading. 

The most important finding of the study was thst the teacher, the 
aupport persons, and th« students differed In their (s) expressed 
vie^ of rolee. responsibilities, and seH concepts, (b) sttitude towerd 
amell group sctlvity snd (c) rstings of classroom characteristlcS 
anoc^ted with regular vt. exceptional and Internally vs exterrtelly 
orlerited MuJenti. The msjor contribution of the study is Hitt the 

providee detailed deecrlptione of the dynamics of the 
social context whk ft offer impacations for improvinn ""^'"'^ 
leacNr>o/leam»nQ reeding withm the integrated class. 



TEACHING VERY YOUNG CHILDREN TO READ AND SPELL 
WITH COMBINED ROTE AND PHONETIC STRATEGIES: 
ANALYSIS OF FACTORS AND CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING 
TO SUCCESS OrderNo. DA8428091 

TANe. Tm«v T., Eo.D. BrighMm Young Univrsity, 1984. 86pp. 
Cheirmsn; HsrveyB. Black 

Children of sges 27 to 37 months were Individually instructed by 
trsined assistants snd parents for a period of twenty weeks using 
structursi but personalized word recognition snd phonetic spellino 
approach. Relationships among instructional and environmental 
factor! and decoding, spelling and word recognition factors were 
anatyred. The results confirmed the hypothesis thst very young 
children tsught by non-professional parents are capable of acqulrinf 
decoding skills, given sufficient time on task. Decoding snd spelling 
were significantly related to time spent on phonic iriStructlon while 
^Mrd recognition related only to total instructionsi time. Implications 
for early home, nursery and pre-school literscy instruction were 
reviewed includir>g its feasibility, effective procedures, and cost and 
benefils. 



MAINtTRfAMING WITHIN THE CONTEXT OP READING 
INSTRUCTION OrderNo. DA841SS8(( 

ToMieisON. Louise M.. Ph.D. r^e Univrslty of WI$con$in ^ Mad/ao/». 
1984 338pp. Supervisor: Prof essor Wsyne Otto 

The purpose of this study wss to exsmine snd describe the 
meanir>ge which participants in the socisi context of msinstresminf 
attach to their participation in the teaching and learning of readlnt» by 
M^om and to what extent these meanings sre shsred and the degree 
to which personsi behsviors support personsHy expressed beliefs or 
contradict them. The study wss conducted in s school located in a 
smsN M i d western cu, . The psrUclpsnts we^ one regular teachor ol 
reading, twenty-four sixth snd seventh grsders. including seven . 
msinstreemed studenu who were disgnosed as having exceptioitel 
educational needs, snd nine support persons. Dslly obeervstione, 
interviews. Sudlotsping. behsvior frequency recordings, notetakinff, 
and administrstion of the Nowickf-StricklMnd InfrnMhExfrnMl Sc/Mi 
(NSIES) were used to collect dsts. DsHy observstions were conducted 
for two snd one-hsH months The focus of the study was directed 
towsrd determining (s) whst type of intersctions took place in the 
integrated regular clats oom during reading Instruction, (b) how the 
tescher sccommodaied the exceptions! snd non-exceptionsi children 
as • group snd as individuals, (c) how support persons contributed to 
the msinstresm process, and (d) whst the children, teachers, sod 
support persons said they leit about themselves snd about each 
other 



ORAL READING OF HIGH AND LOW READING 
ACHIEVEMENT FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS TAUGHT BY AN 
INTEGRATED LANGUAGE ARTS APPROACH AND SKILLS 
APPROACH TO READING Order No. 0 A842649a 

^mim. Many EtiZAetTH, Ph.D. Th% Ohio Sfafe Univ0rsity, 1984. 
181pp. Adviser: Professor Shsron E. Fox 

The purpose of this study was to exsmine the effects of two wel* 
known methods of reading instruction (Skills and Integrated 
Language Arts) and two levels of resding schievement (high and low) 
on fourth graders' reading strategies snd pe> ^options of the reading 
proceee. Children's resding strstegies were assessed using the 
Reeding Miscue Inventory snd their resding perceptions were 
evakiated based on three spproeches to resding (Phonics. Skills, snd 
Integrsted Language Arts). The present study differed from meet prior 
reeeerch In provMing reading materisis which were st sppropriste 
instructionsi levels for esch child. Additionslly, teschers* theoretic^ 
orientations to reading were assessed to confirm thst chikJren 
^ved either s Skills or an Integrsted Language Arts progrsm. 
ReeuNe revesled that Ineiruetlonal programs did not produce 
aignWcent differences in cNWren's reeding strstegiee, but did 
produce sipniflcani dHlerencee m hew the children perceived the hMO 
prugrama. *he other hend. chitdreh in the (wo progreme deecribed 
their own leeding strategiee simlerty. ReeuRs pertaining to 
schievement showed there were no signiflOint differences between 
the high snd low resding schievers' perceptions of the readino 
process. Significant differences between high and low rcwJers were 
found for three of the ten reading strstegies studied; sound similsrity. 
grsmmstlcsl function, snd Y ♦ P semsntlcsl acceptability. Furtner 
investigstlon of the sample revesled that the children were all reedlngyi 
at grade level or above and that seversi of the high snd low schievers 
were reading st the ume grsds level. Consequently, it is possible thei 
there were no truly low reading schievers in4hls study, In sddltion. It 
wss hypothesixed thst thes^ children hed received s rsnge of reeding 
stcperiences outside of school. siiKS the children were living in s well- 
educated community. These circumstances may have minimized the 
difference between the achievement and inetructionei groups, and 
therefore precluded the finding of differences behveen theee groups. 
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